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Abstract

Background  This study examines the life and artistic characteristics of graphic designer Chung Yeon-
jong, while tracing the historical context of the formation of “Korean-style design” and the evolving role of
designers during the 1970s and 1980s.

Methods The researcher chronologically analyzed Chung’s works and professional activities
through literature reviews and archival newspaper data. Furthermore, this study investigates the socio-
cultural atmosphere of Hongik University and Seoul in the 1960s, government policy directions, and the
artistic trends of contemporary colleagues to determine their influence on Chung’s design philosophy.

Results The ‘Korean-style design’ movement pursued by Chung initially emerged as a promotional
and propaganda tool for exports and tourism in alignment with government policies during the 1960s
and 70s. The demand for this aesthetic reached a zenith through the 1988 Seoul Olympics. While Chung
resonated with his contemporaries in pursuing national identity, he distinguished himself by showcasing
a postmodern style through unique expressions rooted in traditional artistic techniques.

Conclusions  Although Chung Yeon-jong’s ‘Korean-style design’ was a product of his era, it was
ultimately a reflection of his distinct individuality. Through an authentic approach to his craft, he
expanded and popularized the often abstract realm of “Korean-style design,” significantly contributing to
the establishment of the archetype of contemporary Korean design.
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Figure 1 “An Interview with the President’s Award Winner of the 12th Korea Design Exhibition: ‘Industrial Design is a
Means of Production, Not Art.”” (Design & Packaging, Vol. 31, April 1977).
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Figure 3 Calendar for Overseas Use(1976, Chairman’s Award of the Korea Federation of SMEs, Commercial and
Industrial Design Exhibition)

Figure 4 Calendar Design(1977, Minister of Commerce and Industry Award, Commercial and Industrial Design
Exhibition)
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Figure 8 Tile murals at Apgujeong, Jamwon, Nakseongdae and Nambu Bus Terminal Station

Figure 9 Brand / Cl / Cosmetic package design

Figure 10 Accessories developed from traditional pattern motifs
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