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Abstract

Background In the early phase of their introduction, microwave ovens were slow to gain widespread
acceptance due to their unfamiliar functions and unconventional forms. Nevertheless, efforts to promote
their diffusion continued. This study aims to identify the practices that were undertaken within the
design-cultural context to popularize microwave ovens in South Korea, focusing on the period from 1979,
when the first South Korean microwave oven emerged, to 1989, just before their widespread adoption
began in earnest.

Methods To examine the practices of popularizing microwave ovens in terms of promotion and
design, this study critically analyzes advertisements and articles from major daily newspapers, along with
relevant literature. Drawing on Bruno Latour’s actor-network theory, the analysis approaches design and
advertising as material-semiotic nodes formed through the entanglements of diverse actors, and traces the
relationships among these actors by reconstructing the networks that constitute them.

Results In the introductory stage, promotional practices for popularizing microwave ovens
involved translating the microwave oven into medium embodying modern values such as speed,
convenience, efficiency, and hygiene, as well as mobilizing actors that reflected or reshaped gender roles
within the household. In terms of design, furniture-style forms were adopted to mitigate the functional
and formal unfamiliarity of microwave ovens, and from the mid-1980s onward, design practices that
sought to visualize and materialize “high-tech” aesthetics became increasingly prominent.

Conclusions  The practices at both the promotional and design levels are aimed at popularizing
microwave ovens during the product introduction period developed in resonance with the design culture
of the time.
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Table 1 Samsung Microwave Oven Advertisements and Samples for Analysis in the Introduction Stage®
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Figure 1 Samsung RE-700D microwave oven advertisement (Samsung Electronics, 1979)
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Figure 4 Samsung Korean-style RE-707GMW microwave oven advertisement (Samsung Electronics, 1989¢)
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Figure 5 GoldStar color TV CR-402K model, 1980 (Oh, 2021)
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Figure 6 Samsung microwave oven RE-700D model, 1979 (Park, 2016)
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Figure 7 Samsung RE-750TC microwave oven advertisement (Samsung Electronics, 1983a)
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Table 2 Practices and Their Content at the Promotional and Design Levels
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