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Abstract

Background  This study aims to analyze the exterior configuration elements of cosmetic containers
produced during the growth period of the Korean cosmetics industry in the mid-to-late 1980s and to
identify their recurring patterns. While previous studies have primarily focused on industrial development
and corporate strategies, research that comparatively examines and organizes repeatedly observed formal
elements in actual product exteriors has remained limited. Accordingly, this study investigates major
corporate cases to examine and document the recurring patterns of upper exterior configurations centered
on the cap and shoulder areas.

Methods This study conducted a visual analysis of brand cases from the three leading Korean
cosmetics companies in terms of production performance during the mid-to-late 1980s, focusing on
exterior configuration elements observed in the upper areas of containers. The analysis was based on
physically identifiable formal elements, including the application of metallic materials to the cap and
shoulder areas, the incorporation of metallic components at the cap—body junction, and horizontal linear
decorative features on cap surfaces. Through this approach, the study describes the recurring patterns of
upper exterior configurations observed across the examined cases.

Results The analysis revealed that, in Korean cosmetic containers from the mid-to-late 1980s,
recurring exterior features were observed primarily in the cap and shoulder areas. These included material
contrast created through the application of metallic components, the incorporation of metallic parts at
the cap—body junction, and horizontal linear decorative elements on cap surfaces. Although the specific
implementation varied across product lines and companies, these elements collectively indicate a shared
exterior configuration characterized by the concentration of formal features in the upper area.

Conclusions  This study analyze the formal characteristics of the cap and shoulder areas by focusing on
exterior configuration elements observed in Korean cosmetic containers from the mid-to-late 1980s. The
findings indicate that material contrast created through the application of metallic components, metallic
components inserted at the cap—body junction, and horizontal line-foil decoration on cap surfaces were
repeatedly observed across multiple company cases. These results suggest that exterior configurations in
Korean cosmetic containers of this period were characterized by a concentration of formal elements in the
upper area. Future research may further extend this analysis by incorporating color, graphic, and surface
expression elements.
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Figure 1 Pacific Amore Revital Bio Fresh, Revital Bio Lemon, Revital Summer
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