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Abstract

Background  The Korean Society of Design Science (KSDS) was founded in 1978, but its activities were
relatively stagnant in the early years. In 1994, the society was revitalized through the efforts of a group of
younger design researchers, including Kim Myung-suk (born in 1949). Since then, KSDS has established
itself as a leading academic society in the field of design studies in South Korea. Commemorating the
3oth anniversary of reorganization in 2024, this study examines the society’s development over time and
highlights Kim Myung-suk’s contributions to laying the foundational groundwork during the early years of
its reestablishment.

Methods This study focuses on the founding of KSDS in 1978, its reorganization in 1994, and the
period up to Kim Myung-suk’s presidency (1998—2001). To closely examine the development of KSDS,
relevant literature and archival materials were reviewed, and an in-depth interview was conducted with
Kim Myung-suk to explore his life, design activities, and role within society. In addition, newspaper and
magazine articles, monographs, and previous research were reviewed to understand the changing national
and global contexts of the 1990s, as well as key trends and issues in the design field.

Results The development of KSDS is divided into four phases. The founding phase (1978-1993)
involved establishing the society amid minimal scholarly activity. The foundational-building phase
(1994—2001) marked a turning point with KSDS’s reorganization and the establishment of its academic
foundation. The leap phase (2002—-2009) saw both quantitative growth and qualitative maturity,
enhancing the society’s academic stature. The maturation phase (2010-2025) is characterized by
increased academic depth, diversity, and international recognition. During the foundational-building
phase, Kim Myung-suk played a key role in structuring academic activities, operations, and fostering
international exchanges.

Conclusions  KSDS has played a central role in institutionalizing design research and shaping
the academic ecosystem in South Korea. The reorganization in 1994 reflected the global trend of
internationalization, changes in the industrial environment, the need for design policy development, and
demands for improving education and research standards. In this process, Kim Myung-suk’s contributions
to building an academic community and establishing international networks deserve renewed attention in
the context of Korean design history.
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on the i O
the Asiar Society for the Science of Design

We, the undersigned, in recognizing the importance and mutual benefit of
communication and exchange in the field of design research, declare the
formation of the Asian Des this day, the 31st of October 1999,
by agreement between our respective societies, the Japanese Society for
the Science of Design, the Korean Society for Design Studies, and Chinese
Institute of Design, and in accordance with the following:

Name of the Society: The society shall be known as the Asian Society for the Science
of Design.

Objective of the Society: To promote the communication and exchange of research
findings within the field of design between the affiliated societies.

Structure of the Society: An 'umbrella’ organization of affiliated societies.

Funding of the Society: iption by affiliated.
and other incurred costs.

Officers of the Society: Representative officers of the affiliated societies

Main Society Event: Asian Design Conference, to be held annually or biennially
by agreement.

Administrative Presidency of the Society: To be held in turn by affiliated
societies, preceding their hosting of the Asian Design Conference. The first
administrative presidency is to be held by the Korea Society for Design Studies
prior to their hosting of the 5th Asian Design Conference in Korea in the year
2001. Administrative branch offices to be held by each affiliated society.

SR § ol AR

Miyazaki Kiyoshi Kim Myung-Suk You Man-Lai
President of the JSSD President of the KSDS President of the CID

ARR

Figure 6 Agreement on the Establishment, Organization and Management of the Asian Society for the Science of
Design (1999)
Source: https://iasdr.net
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i Dby

, he Korea fence, the Japane
Society for Science of Design, and Chinese Institute of Design, and in
accordanee with the following:

designto
solve diverse problems of our societies.

Weagree that we wil their

We agree thatwe will work together to develop international cooperaive

saciely.

Weagree thatwe h
1o develop the body of design knowled‘ge

October 13, 2001
Seoul, Korea

iy (1780

Figure 7 Joint Statement for Future Development of the Asian Society for the Science of Design (2001)
Source: https://iasdr.net
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