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Abstract

Background  Punctuation marks are a visual symbol that effectively convey the content and meaning
of a text, fulfilling the same typographic role as type on the printed page. Punctuation marks are a unique
point in modern visual culture, which is changing from a reading culture to a print culture. This study
examin punctuation marks, which have only been studied for their usage in the field of national literature,
from a functional and visual design perspective.

Methods This study presented typographic features by collecting and characterizing all punctuation
marks used in 22 issues of ‘So Nyun’, the first general magazine of modern periods in Korea. 24 types
of punctuation marks that were continually used were collected from ‘So Nyun’, and they were grouped
into three categories based on function and usage. Additionally, the characteristics of each of the three
categories were presented.

Results Choi Nam-sun tried to preach modernity not only through content but also through visual
layout through ‘So Nyun’. The three categories of use of punctuation marks revealed in ‘So Nyun’ resulted
in use for classification of information, use for highlighting information, and creation of visuality. ‘So
Nyun’ visually shows modern characteristics through the use of experimental yet universal punctuation
marks, which can be said to be a model of modern writing.

Conclusions By analyzing the typographic characteristics of ‘So Nyun’ with a focus on punctuation
marks and presenting their significance, the design modernity revealed in ‘So Nyun’ is raised. By
recognizing Choi Nam-sun as a modern designer through the usage of Punctuation Marks based on
experimentation and universality, this study aim to expand the scope of Korean design research into the
modern period.
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Figure 1 A Part of The Codex Alexandrinus and trace of ancient punctuation marks
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Figure 2 The punctuation mark named {Hangul matchumbeob Tong-il-Ahn(Sae-pan)) from 1940. Presents sections
39 of punctuation marks and Present also punctuation marks for available for a variety of purposes.
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Figure 3 A part of index of "So Nyun; Vol. 1, No. 2(Left) and Vol. 3, No. 4(Right)
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Figure 4 A part of "So Nyun; Vol. 2, No. 8. "SoNyun Noun-eo,, "SoNyun Hoon,(Left) and Vol. 2, No. 1. "Kiwang-
Yiyoosa,(Right)
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Figure 5 A part of "So Nyun;, Vol. 2, No. 4(Left) and Vol. 2, No. 5. "Segye Hwaseol,(Right)
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Figure 6 A part of "So Nyun; Vol. 1, No. 1(Left) and Vol. 1, No. 1 and 2. "Russia-neun Eotduhan Nara-inga, and
"Yooksikcho,(Right)
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gystz 5 2HA A9 AdE T "o o A9 F4E 2 A(Park, 201004 H, S5olA
SEorof o|fr|o] £o& o= Folehe, MEE A2 SA4E AL Sl siA T 4 Uk

Figure 7 A part of "So Nyun,’s usages of punctuation marks for emphasis.
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