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Abstract

Background  The Korean-style trend was one of the most prominent phenomena in home appliances
in the 1990s. The mop vacuum, the kimchi fridge, the boiling washing machine, the pressure cooker
microwave, and the ttukbaegi microwave became popular because they were designed to fit into the
Korean lifestyle. Among them, Korean-style microwaves were claimed to cook Korean food as their core
identity. Korean-style microwaves first appeared in the late 1980s. However, the typical Korean-style
microwave oven appeared in 1991 and 1992. After a brief period of popularity, Korean-style microwave
ovens were in rapid decline by 1994. This paper aims to shed light on the development and decline of
Korean-style microwave ovens in the early to mid-1990s in a historical context.

Methods This paper analyzed related literature, advertisement, and daily newspaper articles using
the methodology of semiotics and discourse analysis and structured the resulting contents through the
method of critical narrative to reach the research purpose.

Results The research revealed that Korean-style microwaves went through three main phases
during this period. The first phase was an eclectic mix of Korean and Western food. These eclectic
microwaves emerged to meet the tastes of a new generation of younger households that were following
the trend of westernization in their diets, to resolve the conflicting tastes between older generations who
sought Korean food in their families and children who preferred western food, and to respond to the
trend of developing western-oriented microwave-only foods. The second phase was the sophistication
of Korean-style microwaves, and the representative products of this phase were the Samsung pressure
cooker microwave and the GoldStar ttukbaegi microwave. Unlike previous Korean-style microwaves that
simply touted the fact that they could cook Korean food, these two products showed sophistication in
design and function. They were the result of a combination of product development and user interface (UI)
design concepts based on lifestyle research and the changing lifestyle of consumers. The third phase was
the decline of the Korean-style microwave. The electromagnetic controversy, which came from expanding
health concerns, created a negative perception of microwaves. In the process, consumption of ovens
and high-end gas stoves increased, relegating the microwave to a secondary cooking appliance used for
defrosting and warming. As a result, the popularity of the Korean-style microwave gradually cooled down.

Conclusions  In the early to mid-1990s, Korean-style microwave ovens went through three phases of
growth and decline: an exploratory phase with a compromise between Korean and Western food cooking
functions, a sophisticated phase based on user lifestyle research and UI design, and a decline triggered by
the microwave controversy.
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Figure 1 Advertisement for Samsung’s Korean-style microwave oven RE-390BM model for baking bread (Samsung
Electronics, 1990)
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Figure 2 Korean-style GoldStar microwave one touch ER-900MHB model advertisement (GoldStar, 1990)
Al A 3-8 AARJAAE AR YARE AL ofd ATk, vHlSgt Al7loll 44 Yed =d
d AAEIIA ¥EA ER-900MHB 9= 22 753 2851 gt 19904 94U 2 A (AL E)
ok S AEe] FalFigure 2)5 BH, =y F4 AREAA dHA T AF oS W, Ade
2 vhult, A 715714 @ 272k 2380] A8k Al Ae FAT 4 Ytk o] 4ol i AlE
7150l ‘A A A A= A AA RE-390BM 223} th2 7] of52 HoFal ek, shAg A
A A4 s AR QA RE-390BM B& F317} ‘ool 111711’9} ‘ofo]Z 9] Wolgh= AR ThE FFl
EUE £ Z&4 a7S Axsty o] et Ao s AFFoE HATE, A=F 34 AR LA
HE X’ ER-900MHB 2@ #Filol= T8 B0 Zﬂ—?ﬂigi eI QA ekt 2519 of FalolA
FZ3L Y AL AEY] 28 7%, A Bl L2558 4 flvke ARl )itk

H.Hl.‘] off ol ofl
0.>,’1.4 oL

www.aodr.org 385



1990%1—41; HAERA AAAASE FHATE T2 AF, T AuAo] dd old, ThE HT FAL
Aol = B 715 HOR FARE AFFoH AP AAHAUAAE Wt HLe ¥

zarﬂ 19909 A% =g AAAA7} 2 SAS G251 e o] 47k kel Agofgt Md

A ohyglet. Tk th2 ol® olf7t U AU Y AAHAAE FRY O] FA VR oR

RAF A Ak &, obie] =Y AR A2t S 2)H7]E Dok A%, o] Sef AR 1A}

A== *-lﬁEOl “0*017}011 wet 2] §alo] glo] L W Sl i Aoltk. o3t WetolA

A FA3] F7151aL I WA A A8 A E] SR} Hgo] HFEAE SAele] B AL Fasith

AR QA DG AF2 AR LAl 22719 shd 227t Hes Edst 78 AFeR, Iuds
Foke ol S0lAl 715 Bt AAHIA A8 AES 1980L4tﬂ WHRE o] 7] AT (FFAE)
7]AH“Food development boom,” 1989)°l W=H 1 &7 Z5% QA Aola, AutAE, A},
HZAR, T8, A7 5 &4 fAEFETL F5 o] Rl ‘:’f/\] FA HAEFTTF AR AA HAE
A% 9] I:Hr?_l?_g AASHL QY o]l o= AR XS A AL A%, s AT QY AL
& SACE T AFAR Gk AM T FiekA] otk 2T By ofRd ke g4 -‘-ﬂ-‘:} FA 718 7140l
WA bl YA, AAAHA AR /AR g AE9] U= S FAHLE F4E el gl
4ol 237 fizoll WA AA AxAF Aol M e AR AA A8 AFY] tiFES }11‘5 A ke wA,
Aolaet T A9 ae 7FZ iAG = ek &, A AR AA AE AF] W F40l
=@ AR JAA] 7)ol AR ob 2t FA7ER] ZRFSHe & ThHE E ohE o] f-4d Aolth

3. et HXIE|UX|S] st S XA T B

199149 8¢ 10¢ & (FFAlD oll= “dElE A= 22, 44 Al AR QA k= A52] 71 AH“Samsung's
new microwave oven,” 1991)7} 543ttt ‘A4 gdx e A& Q1A RE-2755 R4 A4S dg=
71A =T, o] AlE AAFH| Q1A ¢t ME 9] &S do] &4 2gt 4= Sl A EF oY

d

IXHES 220 SELICH

. [
g‘- @ : I ' I
xR mmwmm yuzWs
- AotIE gt AR A
T b ool g s A
il 2ol ZelAAA A€ ok
*g2 euiiol sia s by
e e o G i 174
SR UL 8 Ui,
erie e go 2 xa):
T
i e i
[110v/220V ofciku Xt BUENS
A kAl 3 45

SIS DRSO MPEAAE OK  (IREEEDES
S 0 o e o ) Uk A
pre S
H-ﬂ-!-il-’l-k
oz ool my R
SE SHELEE 3E HETlS
Z:é\ |ubzarw- B ZRIARIO P s

T
g
ferayzixr

Figure 3 Advertisement for Samsung pressure cooker microwave RE-790BP model (Samsung Electronics, 1991)
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Figure 5 Advertisement for GoldStar ttukbaegi microwave oven MR-283SF (GoldStar, 1992)

34 S7] AA1A° MR-283SF 2 (Figure 5 19914 620 2418 414 Qreize] Axa|1A)° RE-
790BP ¥ (Figure 3)3 fLAFSE o] woleh, HRolA] BOLE o, § A RE 24N H22 AxelA]
wo] A3 FAsHA Aelstol ou Ao stz ARHEE R, vl 2Aet 948 gz
B RRS PRES At T8 ol F AE BE 94 S5 A3ASH WA A4S A8
Agol &4 A4S Ao Selsinl 4l 4 A St o tobrt 54 95 242 Az 7158
Eobsta gl 4 Far
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Figure 6 Advertisement for Samsung bio microwave oven simple Q RE-410B (Samsung Electronics, 1994)
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Figure 7 Advertisement for GoldStar ttukbaegi microwave oven MH-617S (GoldStar, 1993)

394 Archives of Design Research 2023. 08. vol 36. no 3



£ 7159 438 5 4 9tk 19934 68 T4
BAR B4 Hoh7] QA LA MH-6175 2 e ol Apelat AFeliek. 19934 64 259 4
BN SR A3 A2 Paigue 1S 2 2ol aeslT gt 2 A 5 s,
ECELREEEDRRS £ 5% TIPS 250 ok AL gxslel, By aet
O ol BEIE WASE Bre AR Al A FHE BEFAE ASII e AolHel ol
BA G AR YL R0 7L, AL, BT $E PIAD I DA S 1 7
FUSH G AF Fak AT LA YolLh 2w ohet AeIA ] 3 S o) o

_

AR} tmeto] That T gAY R Tdeltt
_"
=

In

il

ol
Rl e

]_

199490 EAE S48 s ol 7Ie& 4Edhs EE5S Bk 199449 349 44 AR ‘54
AR QA Hold” MH-630H BEAAE I8 fEE FEsH &2 <+ Aot 19949 3¢ 132 #
(RAGE) o] A¥ siF AF| F(GoldStar, 1994)014 S84 BAE T8 F1 A& BES
SAAZ. ol FA UL 19949 9ol EA1E T4 £ETol FAH YA MH-720C A= ofojFrt.
19949 99 18Y A (FordE)o] A MH-720C HHo] ¥ (Figure 8)5 KW, “gEFo] IS
AR e 289 A £EARE T3 e oIMAE A WL Y EE5S S99 5 A FrEe
A2 o] Aol FA4AE Al ol FollA “HHE7T” E}— EH diile] ‘mEFol'E BAHOR A5
AlASIThE Aol o= 283 o2 715 B9l AlES B osHlths AAE A vrERd Aol it

O

GoldStar 3= et )

20 stetict

FIRAOIECR XI2XE ~ BEZETO
2|, 4 85, 1x70|, ZoM E7IMKL.

L0 D2 2
R e A
H“M S A R

[H2E %02 J13 OlF
Srimsn S
%!" 2Y HdL8

e

B e

SYEZD) BNy AN

Figure 8 Advertisement for GoldStar charcoal grill microwave oven MH-720C model (GoldStar, 1994)
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Table 1 Trends in Microwave Oven Penetration over the Years, 1988~1997 (“Microwave Oven Penetration Rate,” 2023)

HE 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
HEE(%) 12 15 24 32 39 45 51 53 60 67
A id] SLE(%) 4 3 9 8 7 6 6 2 7 7
Ak 538 27 WaHE A48 B Aste] Gapol A3 figitkn W 4 g WekE WA 4 qrk.
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