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Abstract

Background NASAD in the US is an evaluation program that specializes in art and design, which
provides detailed quantitative and qualitative evaluation guidelines. By comparing an analysis with
NASAD, this paper aims to inspect the contemporality of "S University design education", to seek out its
developmental path, and to contribute to foundation research of South Korean (hereafter, Korean) design
education quality assurance (QA).

Methods Comparative analysis is proceeded with "NASAD" as a control group and "S University
visual communication design program" as an experimental group. In detail, after setting up the
hypothesis, contents in the control group are analyzed. Regarding the experimental group, the education
program provided by the university as an education service provider and program users’ (students’)
complete results are analyzed in a dual way. Based on the above, the hypothesis is tested, and significant
results are analyzed and summarized. In particular, the results include cases that are helpful to the
foundation of QA applicable to Korean design education quality improvement.

Results Through the research hypothesis verification, the 'S University Program' was organized in
accordance with the guidelines of public institutions such as NASAD, and students' choice of subjects was
in accordance. The results of this research are summarized as follows. First, design education in general
universities may require a review centered on 'major subjects' excluding general subjects. Second, both
major and general subjects can provide maximum and minimum guidelines together. Third, if a further
study deals with the Korean QA guideline, common and clear guidelines for the standard of subject
credits, completion hours, and the numbers of hours should be presented. Fourth, it is also necessary to
consider and review this when completing design subjects not only for exclusively design majors but also
for multiple majors, minor majors, and linked majors.

Conclusions By analyzing the NASAD guidelines, specific criteria to be considered in educational
program research could be examined. By comparing and analyzing the subjects majoring in visual
communication design at S University as an example, the contemporaries of domestic design education
could be checked. In particular, the perspective of the university as an educational service provider and
the student as a service consumer (user) was examined together, and the points to be considered for a
Korean QA program in the future were analyzed. It is hoped that this study will be a small milestone in the
study of design subjects and the establishment of guidelines in Korean universities.
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3. 3. NASAD Curricular Structure & Communication Design Guideline
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1. Curricular Structure

a. Standard. Curricular structure, content, and time requirements shall enable students to
develop the range of knowledge, skills, and competencies expected of those holding a
professional baccalaureate degree in photography as indicated below and in Standards for
Accreditation VIII.

b. Guidelines. Curricula to accomplish this purpose that meet the standards previously indicated
normally adhere to the following structural guidelines: studies in photography comprise 25—
35% of the total program; supportive courses in art and design, 20-30%; studies in art history,
10-15%; and general studies, 25-35%. Studies in the major area, supportive courses in art and
design, and studies in visual arts/design histories normally total at least 65% of the curriculum
(see Standards for Accreditation IlI.C. regarding forms of instruction, requirements, and
electives).

Figure 1 NASAD Handbook 2020-21 Curricular Structure (p121)
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Table 2 NASAD Curricular Structure for Communication Design Guideline
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College, Design Major
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Table 13 S University Design Major Rules and Regulations for Credit Completion (2017~)
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Table 17 Analysis and interpretation of major course completion results (based on 3 Standards)
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