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Abstract

Background This study begins by recognizing the visual and journalistic value of information
graphics used in Korean newspapers. By analyzing information graphics appearing in South
Korean (hereafter, Korean) newspapers in the 1960s and 1970s, the purpose of this study is to
investigate the early role and aspects of information graphics of South Korea (hereafter, Korea).
During that time, as newspapers grew commercially, The first generation who wanted to contribute
to modernization by providing specialized knowledge to readers appeared within the newspaper
companies. The first generation of graphic designers who received professional design education at
the university, were also active.

Methods Cases using information graphics were collected using the Internet news library
service for articles in the 1960s and 1970s of Kyunghyang Shinmun, Donga Ilbo, and Chosun Ilbo.
From the 1960s to the end of the 1970s, in the order of published time, the analysis was divided
into three stages: early, middle, and full maturity, and then classified and grouped by prominent
content and formal characteristics. By selecting cases in which visual composition and expression
were systematically produced under a clear intention and purpose, We tried to clarify the process of
further deepening the graphic designer's authorship.

Results It is difficult to find articles with information graphics in the newspapers of
the 1950s. In the mid-1960s, information graphics in the form of graphic symbols, which were
visualized by uniformly abstracting specific information on newspaper pages, began to appear.
Since then, various attempts such as planning and experimental visualization have been conducted,
and it can be seen that a completely modern information graphic appeared around the late 1970s.
Looking at each newspaper, the tendency to use information graphics in the Kyunghyang Shinmun
became prominent in the mid-1960s, and the Chosun Ilbo and Donga Ilbo started appearing in the
late 1960s and early 1970s.

Conclusions  This study is one of the attempts to illuminate the period when modernist design
was introduced to Korea. In the Korean newspapers of the 1960s and 1970s, information graphics
not only conveyed information well, but also used the functions of propaganda and agitation to
educate and enlighten the people during the modernization period of Korea. Depending on the
social, economic, and cultural situation of each country, a time difference in which modern design
is introduced is created, and the activities of Korean designers who responded to the time difference
should be re-examined.
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Figure 1 1945~1965 Self-portrait of Korea. Kyunghyang Shinmun. 1965.8.14.
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Figure 9 Economy of 1971 (2) Agriculture, forestry and fisheries. Kyunghyang Shinmun. 1966.7.27.
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