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Abstract

Background Korean-style products, which became fashionable around the 1988 Summer
Olympics in Seoul, are prominent phenomena in South Korean (hereafter, Korean) design history.
Thus, studies on Korean-style products have focused mainly on the late 1980s and 1990s. However,
Korean-style electronic products appeared in the early 1980s. For example, one well-known product
was the “Gumsung Korean-style refrigerator” produced by Goldstar in 1981. This refrigerator is
of great significance in the design history because it contained the characteristics and contents of
Korean-style home appliances manufactured after the 1988 Summer Olympics. However, until
now, there has been no research on the “Gumsung Korean-style refrigerator” or any other Korean
home appliance in the early 1980s. Therefore, this study focuses on the Korean-style refrigerator
of Goldstar, which appeared in 1981, based on the recognition that this research is necessary. This
paper aims to clarify why the product appeared at that time and the background of its appearance.

Methods The research has reached conclusions using methods of iconic analysis and discourse
analysis of related literature, newspaper articles, and advertisements.

Results The following economic, policy, and cultural backgrounds were behind the advent
of the 'Gumseong Korean-style refrigerator' in the early 1980s. First, the second oil shock of 1979
highlighted energy efficiency as a key issue in product development. The Korean-style refrigerator,
which reduced the freezer size and widened the refrigerator size, was created in such a background.
Second, during the three openings of the import market, which occurred between 1978 and 1979,
companies feared losing the domestic market. The company's fear was another background for
developing Korean-style products that focused on Koreans' lifestyle. Third, the social atmosphere
that evoked “Korea” at that time was also an important element. This atmosphere enabled the
companies to rely on consumers' patriotism in selling products, thereby enabling products such as
the Gumseong Korean-style refrigerator.

Conclusions  The Korean-style design had already appeared in the early 1980s. Behind its
appearance were the economic factors of the second oil shock, the policy factors of opening the
domestic market, and the social and cultural factors that evoked Korea.

Keywords Korean-style, Korean-style Home Appliance, Korean-style Design, Korean-style
Refrigerator, Korea Design History
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Figure 1 Goldstar Korean-style refrigerator advertisement (1981)
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