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Abstract

Background The purpose of this study is to develop an argument that the value of the medium of
a design dictionary in the present era is still valid and that the type and the scope are to be clearly
set up according to the purpose of the compilation prior to the production in order to enhance the
reliability and usefulness of Korean design dictionaries that are to be published in the future.

Methods The study began with a literature review and case studies. Segments and
fundamental requirements of a design dictionary as a dictionary based on lexicography were
examined. Furthermore, a comparative analysis of design dictionaries that were published abroad
was conducted and the types according to purposes for the compilation were drawn. Also, influential
interrelations among the Korean design dictionaries that were published until today were analyzed
and a comprehensive analysis of entries of the analyzed dictionaries was conducted.

Results This study revealed that design dictionaries are segmental as well as encyclopedic
and that they can be classified into four types according to their purposes of compilation.
Additionally, it was found that all Korean design dictionaries that were published until today have
focused as a ‘Polytechnical dictionary’ on comprehensively containing terminology and knowledge
from various related fields in which each compiler judged necessary on the spot.

Conclusions  For Korean design dictionaries, only one type called a ‘Polytechnical dictionary’
has been published in accordance with the need of the era. I hope that this study will be the
foundation of the compilation of design dictionaries with various types that aim at arranging design
terminology and systematizing design knowledge as well as the follow-up research related to it.
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