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Abstract

Background The 2006 Korea Public Design Awards were held by the Public Design Culture
Forum, which was formed at the end of 2005. Looking at the process of forming the Public Design
Culture Forum and the 2006 Korea Public Design Awards that was conducted by the organization,
we can understand the contents related to public design at that time. In this context, this paper
examines the emergence of the Public Design Culture Forum and the 2006 Korea Public Design
Awards as a symptomatic phenomenon, and aims to reveal the unconsciousness and understanding
of public design behind it.

Methods This paper adopts a hermeneutic method that derives contents from relations with
literature analysis. This method is effective in revealing the unconscious force that is located behind
the phenomenon. The study has reached a conclusion by critically describing the content derived
through the analysis of booklets, meeting records, newspaper articles, interviews, and related
literature.

Results As a result, the following three unconscious contents were revealed in the 2006
Korea Public Design Awards, which was held by the Public Design Culture Forum, the first public
design organization in South Korea. First, the Public Design Culture Forum tried to secure authority
through the form of an award system. Second, the Public Design Culture Forum created an
understanding of public design that was centered on space and facilities. Of the 20 winners, there
were 18 space award winners and 2 facility award winners. Third, the Public Design Culture Forum
tried to spread public design in a top-down manner, which was closely related to power institutions.
The forum, which relied on a political organization, reached its limits in response to changes in the
political landscape, and as a result disbanded in 2008.

Conclusions This study examined the emergence of the Public Design Culture Forum and
revealed the understanding of the unconscious contents and public design behind the 2006 Korea
Public Design Awards.
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Figure 3 2006 Korea Public Design Award, 1st Prize, Cheonggyecheon Restoration Project
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