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Abstract

Background In the mid to late 1980s, the middle class in Korea rapidly grew based on the
economic boom, and started to build a new everyday culture by designating apartment complexes
as a place for living. " A House Worth Seeing,, a fixed column for the women's magazine

FSaemigipunmul 5 , covered the housing spaces of the upper segment of the middle class and
introduced their taste and design sense. The articles and photos in these columns have an important
meaning as design archives selected and accumulated according to editorial direction.

Methods This study examines the internal dynamics and logic of the arrangement of objects
in social and cultural contexts surrounding apartments, by taking a closer look at the living rooms
introduced in " A House Worth Seeing ; . 'The frame of the living room' created by the organization
of interior space is used as the main analysis tool.

Results Various types of object arrangement strategies emerged around apartments. Based
on the examples introduced in " A House Worth Seeing , , three strategies can be distinguished:
museumization, gallerization, and theatricalization. The frame of the living room was a field
of vision in which apartment dwellers gazed at their interior spaces, and at the same time a
coordinate system of object arrangement which they must consider in order to fomulate their own
organizational strategy.

Conclusions  Apartment dwellers appearing in " A House Worth Seeing ; shared similar aspects
to "the arranging man" defined by Jean Baudrillard in T The System of Objectss . They not only
consumed their own objects, but also created an interior atmosphere in a particular direction, by
placing, arranging and controlling objects. The framework of the living room played an important
role in establishing them as a new subject form of consumer capitalism.
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Figure 1 A layout of"A House Worth Seeing, (December 1988 issue)
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Figure 2,3 Cheonbum Bae's living room and Jonghak Kim's living room
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Figure 8, 9 Sunja Park's living room and Youngmi Lee's living room
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