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Abstract

Background So far, public design has been understood as a concept created by subjects of the
design community. It has also been talked about as a social interest due to the activities and efforts
of the design subjects. The purpose of this study is to reveal how the term and concept of public
design came into being and how they were spread in society.

Methods In order to clarify when public design emerged, a method of ascertaining the related
documents was used in this paper. I tracked newspaper data to reveal how public design has spread
socially. The identified contents were analyzed in the context of the current age and design culture.
Overall, the conclusions were derived by describing the contents critically in relation to the purpose
of the research.

Results The results of the study are as follows. First, the term “public design” was first used
in the exhibition "de-sign korea: Imagining the publicness of design," which was held at the Design
Museum in December 2001. The term “public design” was first used in this exhibition. In addition,
public goods and public facilities, which are accepted as the target areas of public design today,
were treated as objects of public design for the first time. Second, the concept of public design
spread to the public through the car license plate design scandal that brought about great resistance
from citizens. Third, netizens played an important role in spreading the concept. In addition, the
traditional media including the Dong-A Ilbo, a mainstream newspaper, actively discussed the
contents, which contributed to the spread of public design. Fourth, as a result of the license plate
design case, the government began to pay full attention to public design. Related organizations were
created within the government, and public design projects began to be dealt with in organizations.

Conclusions Through this research, we have been able to identify when and how the terms,
concepts, and objects of public design came into being and how they were transformed and
popularized.
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