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Abstract

Background Unlimited Edition is in rapid growth despite the recent economical recession. The
scale of the event has increased rapidly, as has the number of visitors. This paper aims to examine
the contents of Unlimited Edition being held annually since 2009 and reveal the socio-cultural
background of its success.

Methods This paper uses the methods of literature review and participant observation to
uncover the contents and properties of Unlimited Edition. The backgrounds of Unlimited Edition’s
success are obtained through critical inference methods. Then I prove them using the method of
descriptive arguments theoretically.

Results As a result of research, Unlimited Edition appeared and was activated due to the
following factors. The first reason for its success is the change in the media environment. Since
2010, the number of smart phone users has been surging and SNS such as Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram have been popular. The second reason is the emergence of total designers who oversee
planning, design, production, promotion, and distribution. They need a platform to distribute
their works. The need is one of the factors that activated Unlimited Edition. The third factor is the
widespread desire to confirm one’s identity through consumption. The younger generation seeks
confirmation of their presence in society by purchasing the products exhibited in Unlimited Edition.
Such consumer desire for identity confirmation is another factor contributing to success.

Conclusions There are several sociocultural factors in the emergence and success of Unlimited
Edition. The factors described in this paper are the changes in the media, the emergence of total
designers, and young people’s need to verify their identity.
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