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Background The role of design in product consumption, particularly in terms of
reflecting and satisfying consumers’ aesthetic desires, has been well noted throughout the
history. While recognizing its value as a driver for economic advancement, the society has
often casted wary eyes and attempted to curve design-driven conspicuous consumptions.

In this paper, we examine the fight between these two forces in the Choson dynasty.

Methods The data for the study were collected by analyzing the contents of Chosén
Wangjo Silok,” the Annals of the Choson Kindom between 1392 and 1910. Specifically,
we identified sentences and phrases in Choson Wangjo Silok,” that contained the
information about the way Choson dynasty had viewed and handled design-driven
conspicuous consumptions. We then categorized these in terms which ruling king and
which social class each phrase describes about, whether such consumptions were actually
punished by the government, on which bases they were penalized, and so on. Frequency
analysis, Chi-square analysis, and logit analysis were used for the empirical analysis for

the study.

Results The results show that there was a significantly greater number of cases in
the later half than the first half of Choson dynasty where design-driven conspicuous
consumptions were recognized as individuals’ desires to express themselves. The results
also indicate that the legal enforcement for excessive conspicuous consumptions
was based on the concern for resource depletion rather than ethical considerations.
Furthermore, the results find a greater number of punishment cases for an excessive
conspicuous consumption when it was committed by the ruling class(Yang-Ban) than by

commoners.

Conclusion Although the Choson dynasty has been characterized as the Confucius
society which imposed modesty and frugality on all aspects of people’s lives, the
government actually struggled to suppress the society’s desire to consume excessively
decorative designs. The government framed a design-driven conspicuous consumption
as a factor depleting the nation’s wealth as well as decreasing its moral standards. The
government, however, relied more on the former argument than the latter as a reason for

legal punishment.
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Figure 1 Individuals’ desires vs state’s intervention in the design consumptions of

the Choson dynasty
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Table 1 frequency of categories in the decorative designs

AE ey Hig Higald e 7IE0I}  Total
KR 1 0 5 0 2 8
R 4 5 4 8 2 23
U 0 0 0 2 0 2
iR 1 12 2 4 2 21
= 0 0 0 1 0 1

=R 3 1 1 3 0 8
Fall] 12 3 2 7 1 25

= 1 4 7 0 2 14
Fifl 0 0 0 1 0 1
p i 0 1 2 0 0 3
{Zifl 0 2 1 0 0 3
LS 0 0 1 0 0 1
BR 0 0 0 2 0 2
BN 0 0 2 3 0 5
1ETH 0 0 3 2 0 5
e 0 1 0 0 0 1
R 1 14 3 3 1 22
Total 23 43 33 36 10 145

Table 2 frequency according to the social status

source: Choson Wangjo Silok

A= Y 2 e gl 7|Et Total
KR 6 1 0 1 8
TR 7 5 8 3 23
IR 0 2 0 0 2
fHif 7 12 2 0 21
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=N 0 0 1 0 1
PR 2 4 2 0 8
el 12 8 4 1 25
S 8 5 1 0 14
5ifl 0 0 1 0 1
St 1 0 1 1 3
{ZiH 3 0 0 0 3
BBR 1 0 0 0 1
BR 0 1 1 0 2
B 2 3 0 0 5
1ETH 1 0 4 0 5
fine 0 1 0 0 1

o 2 olek, QrelA] At hot grol 24 AH7]o] SAAY FHE Fol
FAHISet. L A9} Table 300 A4 o] QU chi-square £427 719k

Table 3 individual desires in the design consumption

1% 520 A 62 chi2(1) = 10.7828 Pr=0.001

AlCH HegL et Total
7| 30 72 102
29.41% 70.59% 100%
=7 2 41 43
4.65% 95.35% 100%
Total 32 113 145
22.07% 77.93% 100%
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Table 4 ethics and luxury consumption

Pearson chi2(1) = 2.1676 Pr=0.141

AlTH Hi2ald St Total
7] 41 61 102
40.2% 59.8% 100.0%
=7 23 20 43
53.5% 46.5% 100.0%
Total 64 81 145
44.14% 55.86% 100%

2} ot o] F.9] o223 HolFT ekt Az, olof A e M o Hlek
RSl 9] F74A oIkl Bt 3% Bot BAISHLT 1 ATk Table 5
AHelslo] girk. o1 Mm% & 4 gho] A F10] AALE o Hleks A2l

e o A48 e gl p (01141 Felshitt.

e

Table 5 luxury as irrational behavior

10% =0l A 5-9: Pearson chi2(1) = 3.2708 Pr=0.071

AlCH Higa|d OFL|Ct Total
7] 38 64 102
37.25% 62.75% 100%
57| 23 20 43
53.49% 46.51% 100%
Total 61 84 145
42.07% 57.93% 100%

<
Ak F7]ofle FRE A2 AP EiE A =7k 9] 2Bl ¥ $AIE

7Yt o] Ad Ao & Pk
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Table 6 records based on the social status

& At Sel/gn

1= 8l 1= 1= el g VIR RS 1=
™71 48 54 56 46 84 18
27| 25 18 21 22 28 15

%911 Pearson chi2(1) =5.1122 Pr=0.024

AL AN TS 2H FUS Yol 4 A% P, F4l0)
ol we] Ak 27HA] Aushirk sk gho] Hrks o] 2AAT9)
29171900}, o] BHZAIE Table7ol] AAGT} AR 0| Ao| At o] P

of Il w2 ARt Z7kA =71 Al digel "k Aol FvlEth et
Aol ZAIZF E7) % by, Bk o A5t folA ot WAV Ao s
FE 4 qleke Aolth, 2y AREE §8 B ERAIA UEfLo]
Aol aip A9 fldlts Ae & 5 Sl oY 5 el AR FHE

AlCH R orst X Total
7] 77 25 102
75.49% 24.51% 100%
271 32 1" 43
74.42% 25.58% 100%
Total 109 36 145
75.17% 24.83% 100%

Pearson chi2(1) = 0.0186 Pr=0.891
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Table 8 logit analysis of punishment

e N SE N
SHHS (2 E Ho) =2 79 =2
ARt 2217 248 0.38
(0.524) (0.609) (0.787)
= -0.05 -0.56 -0.52
(0.528) (0.581) (0.629)
ot 2,297 0.03
(0.619) (0.853)
AR AL 4.03*
(1.237)
g -1.84%** —2.84%* -1.26
(0.707) (0.824) (0.795)
Observations 136 136 136
pseudo R2 0.20 0.31 0.39
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