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Background The car is an item that contributed greatly to the development of
Korean design together with urbanization and industrialization. Having a leading role
in industrialization, the car’s historic significance is concentrated in the process of its
growth since the 1960s. The design history also focuses on the development achieved
by introducing foreign technology at that time. In this recognition, studies on the cars
introduced to Korea for the first time under the Japanese colonial period that were set as
daily means of transportation are insufficient. This study is based on the vision to extend
the history of Korean automobile design, and considers the course of formation for a

practical foundation of the automobile industry and the design at that time.

Methods This study encompasses all types of cars including passenger-type vehicles,
buses and trucks. While previous studies on the economy, the industry and the
technology were researched, references on the formation of several conditions, its
background and design production activities accordingly related to the process of

diffusion toward various cars and their manufacture were also collected.

Results The Korean automobile industry was started in the process of the spread
of modern institutions and infrastructures by Japan in the Joseon dynasty, but it was
subject to Japanese control and monopoly capital. Thus its substantial development
was not achieved because it was industrialization for Japan’s interests. The foundation
of industrialization was established due to the efforts of Koreans who took this as an
opportunity to accumulate the technology actively by responding to the industrialization
process of Japan, and these efforts have supported the formation of a modern design.
Although the cars manufactured or modified in the Japanese colonial period may have
been possible cases of design activity, it was difficult to identify the sufficient data on to
what extent and what kinds of modifications were attempted. However, we just found
that there was a history of efforts to bring about change and make progress even during

the colonial period, and traces of the design through such evidence in this study.

Conclusion We could verify that this kind of history reflects the desire of the Korean
people to pursue economic independence, and it was tacit knowledge that sustained
the development of the automobile and the design within the limits of the era after
liberation. These study results were based on a perspective that emphasized the proactive
response of Koreans and the accumulation of experience, and identified the design

history with a continuous viewpoint connecting the pre-and post-liberation periods.
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