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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to provide implications
for developing proper topless vehicle design to domestic
auto-makers and the automobile market by observing the
structures, and design characteristics of each type of
topless vehicles.

Topless vehicles are largely divided into roadsters
and convertibles. Those two types are similar in that they
do not have a roof as a fixed structure, but they are
different in that they do not possess the same
characteristics.

Based on this study, it can be concluded as a
reasonable strategy for domestic auto-makers to develop
convertible vehicles based on generic vehicles. However,
it is not suitable to develop convertible cars based on
practical vehicles such as the hatch back or the sedan.
Thus, a topless vehicle development strategy on
practicality would not be effective for domestic
auto-makers to develop higher valued products.

Therefore it can be implied from this study that
developing a light weight roadster or a spider which has
the advantage of macroscopic aesthetics would be even
more effective for national auto-makers aspiring to
change the growth momentum from being
volume-oriented to quality-oriented.

(Keyword)

topless vehicle, roadster, convertible,

macroscopic aesthetics
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