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Urban regeneration of
commercial streets in old
downtown area through public
design projects

- ‘Gwangbok-ro cultural street’in the city of Busan -

Kang-rim Choi
Graduate School of Digital Design, Kyungsung University, Busan, Korea

Background As the importance of urban regeneration increases, the urban
regeneration of neglected downtown areas is initiated as a priority. The researched area
was formerly the liveliest part of the city but it became stagnated. The revitalization
of commercial streets in  neglected downtown areas through public design is rising as
an alternative plan for urban regeneration and several such projects are active in Korea.
The purpose of this paper is to provide a basic study on urban regeneration in neglected

downtown areas.

Methods 1 have selected three sites: 'Gwangbok-ro Cultural Street' in Busan City;
Jung-gu ‘Cultural Street’ in Ulsan City; and ‘Changdong Art Village’ in Changwon
City for the case study. I have also analyzed three cases by contents, maker, process
and motivation of regeneration. Those streets are major commercial streets in neglected
These have been

downtowns areas in the three big cities of Korea’s south-east region.

recently regenerated through public design projects.

Results Based on the results of this study, the suggestions from the case study are as
follows; 1. Public design projects need to integrate design projects. 2. Organization based
on a system of governance is required as the street makers. 3. Sustainable management

and upgrading of new items are required.

Conclusion People say that streets are primary places for city life. As the vitality of
the street can make the city active, we can achieve regeneration of the city through the

revitalization of streets in neglected downtown areas.

Keyword Public Design Project, Commercial Street, Old Downtown Area, Urban
Regeneration, ‘Gwangbok-ro Cultural Street” in Busan City, Jung-gu ‘Cultural Street’ in
Ulsan City, ‘Chandong Art Village” in Changwon City
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