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Study on the emergence of the modern design subject in Korea
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(Abstract)

This paper examines design subjects who existed
before industrial designer emerged as a profession.
Specifically, the paper the possibilites and
limitations of these design subjects through a discussion
on the significance of their actions. Such an approach
can be helpful to gain a deep understanding of Korean
design history. Design subjects can be created by

shows

discourse acts and changes of social, economic, and
political situations. By the 1960s, the subject of ’industrial
designer’ emerged in earnest in South Korea. However,
design-related subjects and various movements existed in
the previous period. The subjects are some craftsmen in
Yiwangjik art workshop and some people who returned to
Japan after studying design. This study examines these
institutions and personalities through the method of
critical analysis. As a result, it is known that the tradition
of craft did not naturally develop into modern industrial
design in South Korea due to the fact that we
accommodated modernity under colonial rule.
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