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Background This research-based pilot study on animation is for visual storytelling of
animation. It aims to classify by analyzing its consistent narrative structure. This study is
aimed to investigate the structure of the formal aspects of the narrative expressed for the
audiences. Therefore the authors have used successful theatrical animations of USA for

the investigation compared to the text story based narrative classification.

Methods In analyzing the animations, Greimas' actant mode, Jakobson's
communication model, and narrative semiotics are used to extract functions generated by

narrative units(NU).

Results A total 17 functional program narratives(PN) were classified by comparing
and analyzing nine selected animations that were successful at the USA box office for
theatrical animation. Validation results for the classification model showed 74.14%
validity.

Conclusion 17 functional program narratives can be utilized as an effective narrative
classification model through verification. Therefore, the above research results can be

used for the suggestion of visual story telling directing.
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